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Presenter
Presentation Notes
You and your students should expect to find a positive learning environment.  We are a PBIS school, as I know most of your elementary schools are and this year we emphasize the 3 R’s...



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Teach behavioral expectations and routines for the building and in classrooms in a way that emphasizes the positive behaviors we want to see, and then continue to find ways to recognize the positive behaviors



LIBERTY LIONS 3 R’s

R E S P E C T F U L

R E S P O N S IB L E

R IG H T  O N  T IM E

Presenter
Presentation Notes
May focus on other areas for the coming year



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Along with our pyramid feeder schools, have implemented the positivity project and are empowering our students to build positive relationships



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is one of the slides that will be shared with your students when our counselors visit the elementary schools—the top 10 ways to be successful in middle school.  I won’t read them all to you, but want to highlight a few: Number 1—doing homework every day is essential as it provides the opportunity for practice and review of those key concepts that are taught in class    	Number 2 and 5—asking teachers and counselors for help and staying after school for help—the staff is available and we continue to help students advocate for themselves and take advantage of the additional support    	Number 10—Attendance matters! Students who attend 90% or more of the school year are more likely to graduate from high school on time, so we can set our students up for long-term success by making sure they are in school every day.



★ Liberty counselors are starting to visit 
schools this week

★ Students will bring home course selection 
sheet.

★ Signed course selection sheet is due back to 
elementary school.

★ Course selection book is available on our 
website.

★ Elementary students will visit Liberty on 
April 10 th or 11th. 

Elementary School Visits



*New: Online course selection

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Must have Parent Vue account to view course selections online
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7th Grade Schedule
✓English 7
✓Math
✓US History
✓Science
✓Health & PE 7
✓2 Electives 
✓Lion Time

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What does a 7th grade schedule look like? All students will have a 7 period day plus Lion Time.  Lion Time is one of a variety of ways that students can receive additional support from teachers during the school day.  Each student will also be assigned a team.  There are four 7th grade teams and students will receive their team assignment when they pick up their schedule in August.







Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tonight will give you an opportunity to hear more about the required classes that your child will be taking as well as the elective options.  We will now hear the required course presentations.  At this time I would like to introduce Mr. David Van Vleet, the FCPS Middle School Math Specialist, and then we will follow the order of the program.
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Mathematics 
Options

Fairfax County Public Schools



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Portrait of a Graduate was developed by Dr Garza with support and input from community stakeholders.  This  is the FCPS Brand Promise.  This is what we are telling parents and the community that we will deliver. If we are to deliver this promise, it will require effort from each of the graduate’s teachers, K-12.  Think about an oak tree.  If we plant the seed now, we will need to encourgae the seed to sprout.  Next we need to nurture and support the sprout.  We need to sustain the sapling until it reaches maturity.  This happens over time, as each phase of growth guides the plant to the next stage.



Which one doesn’t belong?



Five goals for students to…

▪ become mathematical problem solvers that
▪ communicate mathematically; 
▪ reason mathematically;
▪ make mathematical connections; and
▪ use mathematical representations to model

and interpret practical situations

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Talk to a shoulder partner about what these things look like in a classroom. 



Elementary Mathematics



Secondary Mathematics
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Secondary Mathematics
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7th Grade Mathematics Courses
Algebra 1 Honors

Each of the following criteria needs to be met 
for placement in Algebra I Honors at 7th grade:

• Advanced Mathematics 6 or a year- long 
accelerated mathematics course

• Iowa Algebra Aptitude Test (IAAT) score at or 
above the 91st percentile

• A score of pass advanced (50 0  or above) on 
the Mathematics 7 SOL test
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7th Grade Mathematics Courses
Mathematics 7 Honors 

• The depth and level of understanding in 
Mathematics 7 Honors is beyond the scope 
of Mathematics 7.  

• This course is based on the Prealgebra
curriculum and includes extensions and 
enrichment.  
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Mathematics 7 Honors

• Mathematics 7 Honors is an acceleration 
of the mathematics curriculum.

• Requires students to master the content 
assessed on the Mathematics 8  
(Prealgebra) Standards of Learning (SOL) 
test.
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Mathematics 7 Honors

❏Students who have not completed Advanced 
Mathematics 6 may need support and/or require 
additional effort and studying outside of school.  In 
reality, these students have not completed
Mathematics 7 content.

25



Mathematics 7 Honors

● Key take- away:

Both Mathematics 7 and Mathematics 7 
Honors prepares students for Algebra 1 or 
Algebra 1 Honors in Grade 8.
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Mathematics 7
◦ This survey course provides opportunity 

for students to examine:
⚫algebra- and geometry- preparatory 
concepts and skills;

⚫strategies for collecting, analyzing, and 
interpreting data; 

⚫and number concepts and skills 
especially proportional reasoning. 

27



7th Grade Mathematics Courses
• Which course is best for your child?

⚫Open enrollment/Informed decision

• Recommendation
⚫A discussion with child and teacher(s).
⚫Both Mathematics 7 Honors and 
Mathematics 7 lead to Algebra in 8 th grade.

⚫Based on your child’s schedule, what is best 
for him/her?
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8th Grade Mathematics Courses
• Pre- Algebra (used to be Mathematics 8)

• Algebra 1 or Algebra 1 Honors
• OPEN ENROLLMENT
• READINESS

• Geometry Honors
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Algebra 1 in Grade 8
● Students are on a pathway to Advanced 

Placement (AP) Calculus in grade 12

● Opens up different Science options in 
high school
◦ Honors Chemistry in grade 10  (co-

requisite Algebra 2)
◦ AP Physics in grade 12 (co- requisite AP 

Calculus)
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How to support your child
● Help them develop a mindset that they 

can be successful in mathematics.  
● Ask them what they did in mathematics 

class today.  Show them you are 
interested in mathematics.

● Encourage them to get help/assistance 
from their teacher when they do not 
understand.  Liberty MS mathematics 
teachers are awesome.
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English 7 & English 7 Honors



Program Goals:

•build reading comprehension

•communicate effectively

•develop media literacy

•apply reading skills across all subject 

areas 

•improve testing skills/strategies



Reading and Writing Expectations:

Reading: variety of fiction and nonfiction
◦ short stories, novel excerpts, articles, biographies
◦ independent reading and reading logs

Writing: formal and informal writings
◦ narrative, expository, persuasive, and teacher’s choice

Other Skills: basic grammar skills, essential study skills, 
and word parts

◦ parts of speech, punctuation, capitalization
◦ proofreading, following directions, managing time



English 7 Honors
◦ Extends and enriches the program of study

◦ Quicker pace and increased rigor

◦ Higher level thinking skills utilized and expected

◦ Superior work habits expected

◦ High interest and enthusiasm for reading and 
writing

◦ Natural intellectual curiosity 

◦ Self - motivated

◦ Strong background knowledge



Seventh Grade Reading SOL

- CAT Test: adapted to student’s answers
- Untimed assessment given in May



Three (3) Strands:

▶Understanding Our Environment                                
(Ecology & Chesapeake Bay Watershed)

▶Observing Living Things

▶Exploring Heredity and Diversity



Understanding Our Environment
●Model Ecosystem / MWEE
●Water Quality Testing
●Flow of Energy and 

Interdependence within an 
Ecosystem



Chesapeake Bay
●Environmental Factors / Importance
●Human Impact



Observing Living Things

●Plant vs. Animal Cells
●Cell Parts and Functions
●Cell Organization and 

Life Processes
●Cell Division



Exploring Heredity & Diversity
● Trait Determination and Prediction
● Structure and Role of DNA
● Genetic Engineering
● Classification 
● Six kingdoms and the major phyla 



Applying Science Skills

●Observation / Inference
●Hands on Investigations
●Experimental Design
●Practical Applications of the

Metric System
●Graphing Skills



Science 7 Honors students:
▶Exhibit strong work habits
▶Work cooperatively within groups 
▶Conduct independent research and 

analysis
▶Engage in high level academic 

conversation - supporting their ideas
▶Use writing skills to convey 

knowledge
▶Apply critical and creative thinking to 

new situations



Survey of U.S. History 
1865-present



Units of Study
➢ Geography of the U.S.
➢ Reconstruction & Segregation
➢ Westward Expansion
➢ Rise of Big Business & Labor
➢ Immigration & Progressives
➢ Imperialism & Spanish-American War
➢ World War I
➢ The Roaring ‘20s
➢ The Great Depression & New Deal
➢ World War II
➢ Postwar  Economy
➢ The Cold War
➢ Civil Rights Movement
➢ Globalization

The picture can't be displayed.



Skills
● Note taking
● Distinguishing between important and 

extraneous information
● Fact v. Opinion
● Cause and Effect 
● Using Maps / Reading Charts & Graphs
● Analyzing Political Cartoons
● Sequencing events in United States history 



Activities
● Simulations
● DBQs (Document-based Questions) and HATs 

(Historical Assessment of Thinking) Writing 
Exercises

● Debates / Discussion
● Analysis of Primary Source Documents
● Technology Applications

Ellis Island Simulation

Great Depression 
Boom to Bust



Our textbook is 
on-line, easily 
accessible from 
school or home.

Students have 
access to laptop 
computers in the 

classroom

Use of Technology



How is Honors different?
◦ Topics explored in greater depth and 

complexity
◦ Demand for higher level thinking skills 
◦ An expectation of strong work habits
◦ Variation in lessons and instructional 

methods
◦ More independent learning activities

To enroll in Honors history, 
students should display a genuine 
interest in the study of history!



FCPS OBJECTIVES:   
● Understand the benefits of achieving 

and maintaining a physically active 
lifestyle. 

● Acquire the knowledge, processes, and 
skills to engage in meaningful physical 
activity for a lifetime. 

● Benefits: personal enjoyment, challenge, 
increased self confidence, and a health-
enhancing level of personal fitness.



HIGHLIGHTS OF 7THGRADE HPE

● HUMAN GROWTH AND DEVELO  
(5 DAY UNIT)

● HEALTH (9 WEEKS)
● 50-MINUTE CARDIO WORKOUT   

HEART MONITORS
● FITNESS AND NUTRITION TRA
● WEIGHT ROOM/WEIGHT TRAIN



Course 
Information Fair

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I hope that you are excited about all that your student will learn in 7th grade.  Our entire staff works hard every day to make middle school a positive experience for our students. The last part of the evening is our Course Information Fair that is set up in the gym.  I’m going to let our teachers head over to the gym so they can be ready to welcome you and answer any questions.A couple final notes about course selection:-After courses are entered into Student Vue, any changes will need to be submitted to the elementary school counselor-For Algebra Honors placement as a 7th grader, there are specific requirements which include: completion of Advanced Math 6, scoring at the 91st percentile on the IOWA test, and scoring pass advanced on the Math 7 SOL.  We will receive the final list during the summer and looking at students who have met all of the criteria.  Letters will be mailed informing you of your child’s eligibility for Algebra.  So you will not see Algebra listed in Parent Vue until that process is completed.-It is very important that students carefully select their courses.  Please be sure to review the description in the course selection book and review the selections with your student.  Remind them to carefully select electives as there are not many options to move or change classes in the fall.  Students do need to have alternates as sometimes there are scheduling conflicts or electives become full. 



Sign up for 
Parent Vue!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Staff members are set up right over here in the cafeteria!  Sign up then head to the gymAll of our core and elective teachers are set up in the gym to answer any questions you may have about the required courses.  Our counselors and parent liaisons will also be available to answer any general questions you may have.So as we dismiss from the cafeteria, please proceed to the gym to see all of the wonderful options that are offered for your students.   Thank you for coming and feel free to contact us with any questions.



Please call us with any questions or concerns:
(703) 988-8200
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